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WELCOME…


…TO OUR 4TH GRADE CLASS!  We are going to have a fun and exciting year as we learn.  Remember back when your child was a toddler, and fourth grade looked so big?  Well, as they mover through school, only a year away from middle school, they’re starting to feel that way too!


In fact, fourth grade contains a big leap: toward independent work.  Fourth grade is usually the first year in which homework will take on big weight and include depth, home based projects.  While some kids move right along, expect some stumbles.  There will be a daily homework grade given each day.

For most kids, this is an exhilarating year as they experience a lot of new information and are given more freedom to make new choices.  Once in a while, though, a child faced with challenges like doing projects or writing a few pages of linked ideas, may seem to curl up and wilt.  It’s as important as ever to stay involved by checking his/her agenda every day so you can help guide them.


Testing in 4th grade is always a cause for concern for both the students and the parents.  In my classroom we do not “talk tests” but instead concentrate on learning, the grades will follow.  By the time your child takes the three State Tests they will have completed practicing questions from 5 years of past tests without even knowing it!  I incorporate actual past test questions into my lessons and practice problems and chapter tests.  A few days before the actual tests I practice the format so they are familiar with it and we are ready to go!


I ask that you also don’t “talk test” to your kids since it causes undo stress.  Just support learning in any way you can.  I will assure you that if they work hard they will learn in my class and most importantly I hope they develop the love for learning that will benefit them in the future.


I think of our class as its’ own community where we will all have jobs that require responsibility.  We will learn to work within the rules and the procedures that we set as a class to make the year the best it can be for every student and this requires teamwork!  I view teaching as an honor and I take my job seriously so please contact me if you have any comments, suggestions or concerns at tdavis@alcsny.org     375-6600 ext. 4187, or stop by after class. 





Mr. Davis
Expectations:


All students are required to follow the same set of guidelines set up by the district (see school calendar) and the classroom calendar.  As 4th graders, we expect the students become more accountable for their own decisions and try to make the best possible choices.  In addition to individual work, we will have group activities, and learning centers to allow the students to explore the world they live in.

Classroom:


There is ONE word that summarizes all of the rules that we need to follow…RESPECT.  On the first day of class students will help brainstorm for our classroom and I will show them how each begins with RESPECT!

· Treat others the way that you would want to be treated.

· The word “shut- up”, and “dumb”, and “can’t” are not prohibited

· “Please” and “Thank-You” are expected to be used

· Keep your hands to yourself at ALL times

· No “tattle-tailing”

· Sit with bottom on the chair and feet on the floor at all times

· Raise your hand do not speak out

· Rude behavior to anyone is not tolerated

· Do not leave your seat without permission

· Take care of school property

Classroom Climate:


Our classroom faces north so we get morning sun.  The room gets pretty warm when we can’t open windows because the air outside is warmer then inside!


Luckily, this only occurs in Sept, and May/June.  The rest of the year I am known to keep the windows open to let fresh air on and sometimes even snowflakes…so my suggestion is to send a sweater or a sweatshirt with your child to keep in their locker as needed.

PE: (see schedule p.6)


PE is scheduled 3 times each week.  
Playground:


Going out on the playground is a privilege that is earned by completing assigned work and having a RESPECTFUL day!  A set of playground guidelines have been established by the school which we will follow.
Snack/Lunch/Breakfast Money:


Snack: Each child is responsible for bringing their own snack every day.  Since we have lunch at 11:17AM, snack will be eaten in the mornings around 9AM.


Breakfast/Lunch Money: Breakfast costs $2.00 and lunch costs $2.50.  Each child is responsible for his/her lunch money each day.  Lunch money will be kept in their mail box so it doesn’t get lost; however, they are responsible for carrying their own money to the cafeteria.  You can also get on PowerSchool to check your child’s lunch account balance so they do not run low or even out of money.
Water Bottles:


All children are permitted to bring a water bottle to keep at their desk as long as it does not interfere with their work or others around them.  Please make sure it can be closed tightly to avoid spills.  We ask that bottles go home each night to be cleaned.

Attendance:


When a student is late or absent, they are marked absent (they are marked absent otherwise stated by the parents).
Parent’s responsibilities:

· Call the office 375-6600 to let the office know, (There is someone in the office by 7:15am each morning).

· Send a note when your child returns to school so we know whether to mark it a legal or illegal absence.

Holiday Parties:


Instead of all the kids bringing in a snack for each holiday, I will pick 4 or 5 students at least once throughout the year to be responsible for providing a snack for each party.  This in return will not overload the class with snacks.
Birthdays: 


We will celebrate each child’s birthday in class.  Please let me know if you are sending in something so I can plan for it.  
Scholastic Book Orders:


Each month, Mrs. Giardini or I will send home a book order form to place an order for your child if you choose.  Please return by the date on the cover sheet and include cash or check with the order.  Make checks payable to: Scholastic Book Club. 
Class Schedule (subject to change)

	Time
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	7:50-7:55
	Attendance/

Homeroom
	Attendance/

Homeroom
	Attendance/

Homeroom
	Attendance/

Homeroom
	Attendance/

Homeroom

	7:55-8:34
	AIS/Enrichment


	AIS/Enrichment


	AIS/Enrichment


	AIS/Enrichment


	AIS/Enrichment



	8:35-9:14
	Art
	PE
	PE
	Computers
	PE

	9:16-9:55
	Math w/ Mr. Davis
	Math w/ Mr. Davis
	Math w/ Mr. Davis
	Math w/ Mr. Davis
	Math w/ Mr. Davis

	9:56-10:35
	ELA w/

Mrs. Giardini
	ELA w/

Mrs. Giardini
	ELA w/

Mrs. Giardini
	ELA w/

Mrs. Giardini
	ELA w/

Mrs. Giardini

	10:37-11:16
	Math w/ Mr. Davis
	Math w/ Mr. Davis
	Math w/ Mr. Davis
	Math w/ Mr. Davis
	Math w/ Mr. Davis

	11:17-11:47
	LUNCH
	LUNCH
	LUNCH
	LUNCH
	LUNCH

	11:57-12:36
	ELA w/

Mrs. Giardini
	ELA w/

Mrs. Giardini
	ELA w/

Mrs. Giardini
	ELA w/

Mrs. Giardini
	ELA w/

Mrs. Giardini

	12:38-1:17
	Library
	Olweus
	Chorus
	Enrichment
Word Problems
	Music

	1:19-1:58
	SS w/ Mrs. Giardini
	SS w/ Mrs. Giardini 
	SS w/ Mrs. Giardini 
	SS w/ Mrs. Giardini

	SS w/ Mrs. Giardini 

	2:00-2:39
	Science w/ Mr. Davis
	Science w/ Mr. Davis
	Science w/ Mr. Davis 
	Science w/ Mr. Davis 
	Science w/ Mr. Davis
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